VZCZCXRO0976 
PP  RUEHBI  RUEHCI 
DE  RUEHLM  #1020  1670542 
ZNY  CCCCC  ZZH 
P 160542Z  JUN  06 
FM  AMEMBASSY  COLOMBO 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  PRIORITY  3688 
INFO  RUEHKA/ AMEMBASSY  DHAKA  PRIORITY  9262 
RUEHIL/AMEMBASSY  ISLAMABAD  PRIORITY  6156 
RUE HKT / AMEMBAS S Y KATHMANDU  PRIORITY  4191 
RUEHNE/AMEMBASSY  NEW  DELHI  PRIORITY  9728 
RUEHCI /AMCONSUL  CALCUTTA  PRIORITY  0196 
RUEHCG/AMCONSUL  CHENNAI  PRIORITY  6708 
RUEHBI /AMCONSUL  MUMBAI  PRIORITY  4590 
RHEHNSC/NSC  WASHDC  PRIORITY 
RUE HGV/USMIS SION  GENEVA  PRIORITY  1218 
RUCNDT/USMISSION  USUN  NEW  YORK  PRIORITY  0400 

CONFIDENTIAL  COLOMBO  001020 

SIPDIS 

SIPDIS 

E.O.  12958:  DECL : 06/16/2016 
TAGS:  PHUM  CE 

SUBJECT:  SRI  LANKA  BROADLY  ALIGNED  WITH  US  POSITION  ON  DRIP 
REF:  STATE  78740 

Classified  By:  DCM  JAMES  F.  ENTWISTLE  FOR  REASONS  1.4(b)  and  (d) 

IQ.  (C)  Poloff  joined  New  Zealand  poloff  (visiting  from  New 
Delhi)  and  Australian  DCM  and  poloff  June  15  in  delivering 
ref tel  demarche  to  Sumedha  Ekanayake,  Assistant  of  UN  and 
Multilateral  Affairs  at  Sri  Lanka's  Ministry  of  Foreign 
Affairs.  Ekanayake  agreed  with  the  points  in  the  demarche 
and  said  the  Government  of  Sri  Lanka  (GSL)  has  concerns  with 
the  DRIP  text,  especially  the  sections  on  self-determination. 

He  added  that  the  GSL  believes  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Human  Rights  Council  should  cover  only  procedural  matters, 
noting  the  dangers  if  the  Organization  of  the  Islamic 
Conference  succeeds  in  using  a "pressing  issues"  agenda  item 
to  discuss  substantive  matters  or  lobby  for  country-specific 
resolutions.  Ekanayake  said  the  GSL  delegation  in  Geneva  has 
instructions  to  ensure  the  discussion  stays  on  procedural 
issues,  and  assessed  that  a consensus  is  emerging  for  the 
Asian  Group  to  take  a similar  line. 
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